
 
Fractions Writing fractions 

Fractions can be written in lots of different ways: 

With a slanting line 8/3  

With a different slanting line 8
3  

How some calculators display fractions 3 8  

The general form of a fraction is: 
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Proper fractions 
Proper fractions are fractions where the 
numerator is smaller than the denominator. 
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Equivalent fractions 
The same fraction can be written using different 
numbers. 
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Improper fractions 
Improper fractions have numerators that are 
larger than or equal to the denominator. 

276
645,

22
37,

2
4,

5
17  

Mixed numbers 
Improper fractions can also be written as mixed 
numbers. Mixed numbers mix both whole 
numbers and fractions. 
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Reciprocals 

To find the reciprocal of a fraction, all you have 
to do is swap the numerator and the denominator.
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When you multiply a fraction by its reciprocal 
you get 1. 
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Simplifying fractions 
To simplify a fraction, you need to find the 
greatest common factor (GCF) for the numerator 
and denominator. For 98

63 : 

63 has factors 1, 3, 7, 9, 21 

98 has factors 1, 2, 7 

The largest common factor is 7. The GCF is 7. 

Use the GCF to divide both the numerator and 
denominator of the fraction: 
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Talking About Fractions 
Fraction 

in 
number 

 form 

Word 
form 1 

Word 
form 

2 

Percentage 
form 

Decimal 
form 

1/2 
One 
half 

One 
on 
two 

50 percent 0.5 

1/3 
One 
third 

One 
on 

three 

33 percent 0.33 

1/4 
One 

quarter 
One 
on 

four 

25 percent 0.25 

1/5 
One 
fifth 

One 
on 

five 

20 percent 0.20 

1/6 One 
sixth 

One 
on six 

17 percent 0.17 

Fractions as percentages 

• Divide 100% by the denominator 

• Multiply that by the numerator 
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